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ABOUT GALESBURG ILLINOIS 
 
Galesburg is a community of 32,000 residents situated on the rolling prairie of 
West Central Illinois.  Like many mid-sized ci�es in rural America, the local 
economy draws its strength from agriculture, light manufacturing, health care, 
and railroading, as well as a strong entrepreneurial spirit that extends to 
ar�sts, authors and musicians.  Look deeper, however, and one quickly 
discovers an individuality born of a rich history that con�nues to shape the 
community to this day. 
 
The city traces its roots to 1835 when religious separa�sts from upstate New York purchased over 24,000 acres of 
unbroken prairie to establish a town and the farms necessary to support a manual labor college.  Led by the community’s 
namesake, George Washington Gale, these religious setlers were also staunch aboli�onists.  The college they founded 
thrives to this day as a private, liberal arts ins�tu�on known as Knox College.  In the heart of the campus stands Old Main, 
the sole remaining site of the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858.  Here in the friendly, an�-slavery confines of Galesburg, 
Lincoln first ar�culated his opposi�on to slavery on moral grounds.  In the years leading up to the Civil War, the aboli�onist 
fervor of the townspeople led to their ac�ve involvement in aiding fugi�ve slaves escaping bondage on the Underground 
Railroad. 
 
Since shortly a�er its founding, Galesburg became, and remains, an important freight railroad hub.  Early organizers went 
to great lengths and personal expense to atract the city’s first railroad line, the Chicago Burlington & Quincy.  From the 
arrival of the first train in 1854, the city’s fortunes have been �ed to the railroad.  Today, Galesburg is home to the second 
largest freight classifica�on yard on the BNSF Railway system, and the railroad remains the community’s largest employer.   
 
Likewise, Galesburg residents enjoy a level of passenger rail service greater than ci�es many �mes our size.  Four in-state 
and four long-distance network trains stop at the city’s Amtrak sta�on every day, linking residents with cultural, leisure, 
and business opportuni�es in Chicago, Kansas City, and points west. These abundant rail connec�ons also make the city 
an easy daytrip or a bucolic weekend getaway des�na�on for the greater Chicago area.   
 
Whether arriving by passenger rail or interstate, visitors will find plenty to 
enjoy in the community’s vibrant downtown.  Unique gi� shops on historic 
Seminary Street and a three-story historic An�que Mall are within easy walking 
distance of the best in local restaurants, coffee shops, and pubs that support a 
thriving live, local and regional music scene.   Entertainment and atrac�ons 
abound throughout the year.  The beau�fully restored Orpheum Theatre, once 
a stop on the vaudeville circuit, presents a range of musical, comedy, choral, 
symphonic, ballet, and documentary film offerings to meet every taste.  Prairie 
Players Civic Theater, Discovery Depot Children’s Museum, the Galesburg 
Railroad Museum, the Galesburg Civic Art Center, the Carl Sandburg State 
Historic Site, birthplace of noted writer Carl Sandburg, stately Victorian homes, 
the childhood home of former President Ronald Reagan and its historic 
cemeteries round out the cultural and visitor atrac�ons. 
 
The atributes that atracted George Washington Gale and his followers almost 
200 years ago, s�ll draw residents and visitors to the community today.  The 
beauty of the rolling prairies, the promise of educa�on, and an array of cultural 
pursuits remain the hallmarks of our city.    
 
At first blush, Galesburg looks like many other Midwestern towns its size.  Look deeper, and you’ll see that our history sets 
us apart.   And best of all, our story is s�ll being writen.  Come be a part of it! 
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THINGS TO DO 
 
Art & Entertainment - Galesburg proudly offers an intimate insight into the things that make us all feel something—a 
connection between you and something you bring to life through your experiences.  

• Join us at the Orpheum Theatre for a classic experience perfectly matched with modern amenities!  
• Take in more of Galesburg’s theatrical action at the Prairie Players Civic Theatre or be inspired by a variety of 

work by na�onal, regional, and local ar�sts at the Galesburg Civic Art Center; while the budding artiste can curate 
their own masterpiece at Art Defined. 

• Listen to classical tunes of the Knox-Galesburg Symphony or take in a movie at the AMC Showplace Galesburg 8. 
 
Food & Brews - With more than 60 options in the area, your food wishes can all come true in Galesburg.  

• Cherry Street Restaurant and Bar mixes up your old-time favorites 
with a fresh take on your soon-to-be must-haves.  

• Enjoy cultural cuisine at locally owned Koreana with its unique flare. 
• Experience Coney Island, the oldest restaurant in Galesburg, which 

puts visitors in the heart of New York’s fast-food cuisine.  
• From farm to table, Craft Butcher and Deli offers fabulous cuts of 

meat and Landmark Cafe and Creperie serves the best in savory and 
sweet options to keep everyone coming back for more. 

• The art of pizza can be found at Pizza House, gluten free cauliflower 
crust at Budde’s, or locally sourced ingredients at Baked.  

• The Packinghouse, located in a historical meat packing facility, touts 
their famous cinnamon rolls and, of course, some of the best prime rib in town! 

• Take the opportunity for fun and relaxation in the tasting rooms of Hidden Hills Winery and enjoy microbrews 
at Iron Spike Brewing Company and Knox County Brewing Company. 

 
History & Heritage - Galesburg’s Heritage Days invites you to fully immerse yourself and experience the tensions, 
technology, and heightened emotion of wartime with our annual Civil War Reenactment show.  
  
Snag a selfie with the Lincoln Statue at the Amtrak Station. Or, take a cruise on the self-guided Looking for Lincoln 
historical site tour that winds through picturesque towns in Central Illinois. In Galesburg, stop by Knox College to see the 
only remaining site from the great Lincoln-Douglas Debates.  
  
Explore Carl Sandburg’s birthplace and the gardens at the Carl Sandburg State 
Historic Site. Or, stroll down Main Street and visit the Carl Sandburg statue 
created by artist Lonnie Stewart to celebrate Galesburg’s famous son.  
  
Galesburg’s finest churches include the Corpus Christi Catholic Church, the 
Central Congregational Church, and St. Mary’s Chapel! The Knox County 
Courthouse represents the best of Romanesque architecture. Find a cozy spot 
under the trees of Standish Park Arboretum for a picnic lunch! 
 
Museums - Adventurers await at Galesburg’s Discovery Depot Children’s Museum. It’s highly encouraged to touch, climb, 
create, and splash your way through the endless adventures awaiting inside.  Spend an afternoon at the Galesburg 
Railroad Museum. An integral part of Knox County’s history, you’ll learn about how the success of the railroad provided 
a foundation for the longtime success of the Galesburg area.  
 
Outdoor Recreation - Galesburg offers no end of parkland for fun and sport. With 23 city parks, visitors can enjoy a public 
beach, water park, and miles of wooded biking, walking, and even horse trails. Lake Storey Beach offers the best for those 
looking to absorb some sun and the adventurous types ready to fish or paddle the shores of Lake Storey.  

https://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/art-and-entertainment
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/art-and-entertainment/Orpheum-Theatre
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/art-and-entertainment/Prairie-Players-Civic-Theatre
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/art-and-entertainment/Knox-Galesburg-Symphony
https://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Cherry-Street-Restaurant-and-Bar
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Koreana-
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Coney-Island-
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Craft-Butcher-and-Deli
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Landmark-Cafe--Creperie
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/Buddes-Pizza-and-Spririts
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/food-and-brews/The-Packinghouse
https://hiddenhillswines.com/visit-us/
https://www.facebook.com/IronSpikeBrewingCompany/
https://www.knoxcobrewco.com/home
https://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/history-and-heritage
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/Carl-Sandburg-State-Historic-Site
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/Carl-Sandburg-State-Historic-Site
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/Knox-County-Court-HouseKnox-County-Historical-Museum
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/history-and-heritage/Knox-County-Court-HouseKnox-County-Historical-Museum
https://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/museums
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/museums/Discovery-Depot-Childrens-Museum
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/museums/Discovery-Depot-Childrens-Museum
https://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/Lake-Storey-Beach


 
 
                                                                      YOUR PARTNER IN GROWTH | Position Overview | www.searchwideglobal.com  4 

Grab those golf clubs from the garage because Bunker Links Golf Course offers an 18-hole regulation course designed by 
golf enthusiasts, so it’s always ready for an impromptu golf day. Need to cool down? Take the kids to enjoy the splash 
pad and wading pools of Lakeside Waterpark or walk the trails and enjoy the scenic views at Lake Storey park (home of 
Galesburg’s annual 4th of July fireworks display)! 
 
AREA ANNUAL EVENTS 
 
Galesburg Railroad Days  
Na�onal Stearman Fly In  
Knox County Fair  
Knox County Scenic Drive  
Taste of Galesburg  
Galesburg Heritage Days  
Galesburg Hot Air Balloon Race  
Galesburg Express Holiday Fes�val  
Rootabaga Jazz Fes�val 
Carl Sandburg Days  
Knox College Interna�onal Fair  
Monarch Migra�on Fes�val  
Discovery Depot Fes�val of Trees   
River 2 River Car Cruise Night  
More on 34-100 miles of yard sales 
 
Click here for the official Galesburg Visitors Guide. 
Galesburg wants you to experience more!  Click here for the official Galesburg Area Convention & Visitors Bureau website. 
 
POSITION SUMMARY 
 
The Execu�ve Director directs and coordinates a comprehensive program of tourism development and promo�on for the 
Galesburg / Knox County Area. They must grow tourism-related income in Galesburg through the effec�ve use of strategic 
planning, leadership skills, community assets, financial acumen, industry knowledge and rela�onships, and evolving 
tourism prac�ces. This posi�on will represent the Galesburg/Knox County community in the tourism industry, including 
developing and maintaining rela�onships within the travel region, Illinois Department of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, coopera�ve tourism partnerships, and others. 
 
Essen�al Func�ons: 
 
Strategic Planning 

• Lead the Board of Directors in forming annual goals and objec�ves, work with Board to develop annual marke�ng 
plan and budget in accordance with guidelines provided by organiza�on funding sources 

• U�lize visitor feedback for marke�ng and promo�onal efforts 
 
Marke�ng & Public Rela�ons 

• Implement tourism marke�ng plan including placement of adver�sing and execu�on of prin�ng jobs 
• Along with the Chairperson, serve as liaison with the media. This responsibility requires the coordina�on of all 

external communica�ons to inform the local media, na�onal news and travel media of local ac�vi�es and 
developments 

• Organize and assist with community tours 
• Promote Galesburg and Knox County as a des�na�on for corporate mee�ngs, conferences, and tour groups 
• Represent Galesburg and Knox County tourism interests at industry conferences, promo�onal events and tourism 

ac�vi�es/venues 

http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/Bunker-Links-Golf-Course
http://visitgalesburgil.com/things-to-do/outdoor-recreation/Lakeside-Water-Park
https://www.ci.galesburg.il.us/services/lake_storey_park/
https://galesburgrailroaddays.com/
http://stearmanflyin.com/
https://www.knoxfair.com/
https://www.knoxfair.com/knox-county-scenic-drive.html
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Festival/Taste-of-Galesburg-130038200360471/
https://www.galesburgheritagedays.org/
http://galesburgballoonrace.com/v2/
https://www.facebook.com/events/downtown-galesburg/the-galesburg-express-holiday-festival/1195086200684310/
https://www.knox.edu/academics/majors-and-minors/music/jazz-year/rootabaga-jazz-festival
https://www.facebook.com/sandburgdaysfestivalforthemind/
https://www.knox.edu/offices/international-student-services/international-fair
https://www.facebook.com/events/lakeside-nature-center/monarch-migration-festival/1400330456742748/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Event/Discovery-Depot-Festival-of-Trees-106686172722307/
http://visitgalesburgil.com/media-library/documents/Galesburg_Visitors_Guide.pdf
https://visitgalesburgil.com/
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• Make efficient and effec�ve use of mul�ple medias (i.e., paper, electronic, websites, video, personal appearance, 
etc.) to convey consistent tourism/marke�ng message(s) to targeted audiences 

• Manage external services providers (i.e., PR firm, publishers, brochure distribu�on companies, etc.) 
• Oversee Visitor Center func�ons for consistency with marke�ng strategy 

 
Product Development 

• Responsible for the development, produc�on, and distribu�on of marke�ng tools including adver�sing and 
publicity programs, the Visitors Guide, and other publica�ons and exhibits 

• Iden�fy and synchronize efforts with tourism partners 
• Maintain a current working knowledge and inventory of Galesburg / Knox County tourism assets, and consistently 

research poten�al new areas of asset development 
 

Administra�ve / Opera�ons 
• Provide financial oversight of tourism expenditures, including coordina�ng budge�ng and planning ac�vi�es 
• Ensure projects u�lizing state and organiza�on funding are within budget and administra�ve rules 
• Prepare compliance and comple�on reports in accordance with state administra�ve rules 
• Write and apply for grants, sponsorships, and coopera�ve marke�ng programs to help in the promo�on and 

development of tourism. Responsible for all grant documenta�on 
• Compile and analyze monthly room tax reports to iden�fy trends 
• Compile ongoing tourism stats for economic development usage 
• Cross train on all Visitors Center func�ons to provide support in gree�ng, assis�ng visitors, and point-of-sale 

transac�ons during high volume �mes 
• Iden�fy industry benchmarks and measurement targets 
• Provide repor�ng and analysis as required to Board of Directors, State of Illinois, and Organiza�on of Galesburg, 

including alloca�on of funds received, website sta�s�cs, media exposure, and events supported 
• Responsible for opera�on of the Visitors Center and management of assigned employees and volunteers 

 
Event Support 

• Assist as needed with developing and planning community events 
• Coordinate marke�ng and promo�on for community events 

 
Other Du�es 

• Ensure partner sa�sfac�on by developing strong, produc�ve rela�onships with partners and staff at all levels 
• Work with staff to ensure Program of Work is accomplished in a �mely manner, adhering to established deadlines 
• An�cipate trends and situa�ons and take appropriate ac�on on a �mely basis 
• Be willing and able to help all poten�al and current partners as they relate to our organiza�on 
• Perform other du�es as assigned by the Board of Directors 

 
Minimum Educa�on and Work Experience 

• Bachelor's degree in travel and tourism, marke�ng, business administra�on, public administra�on, public 
rela�ons, communica�ons or a related field 

• Two (2) years of progressively responsible experience in a conven�on and visitor’s bureau or a similar posi�on in 
the hospitality industry, such as in tourism, public rela�ons, or marke�ng 

• Supervisory experience preferred 
• Any equivalent combina�on of training and experience which provides the required skills, knowledge and abili�es 
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Knowledge, Skills and Abili�es 
• Exhibits crea�vity 
• Ability to build consensus 
• Strong organiza�onal, �me management and priority placement skills 
• Must be a self-starter, detail orientated, reliable and maintain a professional demeanor 
• Ability to provide excellent customer service and be a team player 
• Ability to produce a large quan�ty of work at high quality 
• Superior verbal and writen communica�ons skills 
• Ability to func�on both independently and in a team environment 
• Working knowledge of Galesburg and Knox County 
• Strong people and interpersonal skills 
• Ability to work flexible hours to include some evening and weekend work 
• Ability to handle mul�ple priori�es simultaneously 
• Ability to perform in a fast-paced, work environment 
• Proficiency with Microso� Office Suite (or related products) as well as database technology 
• Valid driver’s license, reliable transporta�on, and proof of insurance required 
• Ability to work with minimal supervision 
• Must be able to li� 25 pounds regularly and up to 50 pounds occasionally; physical ac�vity required 

 
TOP PRIORITIES 

1. Meet, build rela�onships and establish trust with community leaders, stakeholders and board members.  
2. Create the organiza�on’s strategic plan, vision and marke�ng plan, along with the Board of Directors.    
3. Evaluate budget and organiza�onal direc�on and make recommenda�ons for future direc�on. 

 
 
If this could be a great opportunity to extend your professional reach, please respond through the SearchWide Global 
website or email your resume to the following SearchWide Global Executive:  

 

Nicole Newman, Vice President | SearchWide Global 

www.searchwideglobal.com | info@searchwideglobal.com  

480-264-7675 (direct) | 951-640-3745 (mobile) 

 
About SearchWide Global 
 
SearchWide Global is a full service executive search firm primarily for companies in the travel, tourism and convention, and hotel and 
lodging industries. We specialize in C-Level, Director and Management level executive searches for companies ranging in size from 
Fortune 500 corporations to mid-sized public and private companies.  
 

http://searchwideglobal.com/candidates/submit-resume/
http://www.searchwideglobal.com/
mailto:info@searchwidegloabl.com

