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ABOUT PINELLAS COUNTY 

Home to the nation’s #1 beach, the Pinellas Trail and the world-renowned Salvador Dali Museum, Pinellas County is a 
premier place in which to live, work and play. A beautiful, 280-square-mile peninsula located on Florida’s West Coast, 
Pinellas County offers virtually any amenity you could ask for: lush natural scenery, countless indoor and outdoor recreation 
venues, a vibrant arts and cultural scene, and top dining, amusement and shopping destinations. Containing over 35 miles 
of glimmering sands along Tampa Bay and the Gulf of Mexico, this destination is home to many of the Gulf Coast’s finest 
beachfronts.   

As the most popular tourism destination on the American Gulf 
Coast, the St. Pete/Clearwater area is the Jewel of the Tampa Bay 
region. The area is defined by a trio of major cities: St. Petersburg 
to the south, Clearwater to the west and Tampa to the east. 
Though each has its unique vibe, collectively they pack a region 
that is quickly becoming an international contender, with two 
international airports, a dynamic and diverse local economy, a 
subtropical coastal climate and an enviable Central Gulf Coast 
location just 90 miles from Orlando area theme parks.  

Millions of visitors arrive each year, a growing number of them adding to the area’s 3 million residents that place Tampa 
Bay among the Top 20 metro areas in the U.S.  With more people per square mile than Miami, it’s the most densely 
populated county in the state. But don’t be fooled: from Caladesi Island in the north to Fort De Soto Park in the south, 
visitors can find wide expanses of gleaming white sands and absolute peace any time of year.  

With a coastline enveloped by 11 barrier islands, the St. Pete/Clearwater area is situated on the Pinellas Peninsula, bounded 
on one side by the Gulf of Mexico and on the other by Tampa Bay. The peninsula is home to some two dozen distinct 
communities, from the Greek sponge-fishing enclave of Tarpon Springs and Celtic-tinged Dunedin in the north, to small-
town Safety Harbor mid-peninsula, to Madeira Beach, Indian Rocks Beach and a string of other beach towns along 35 miles 
of barrier islands, all the way down to eclectic Gulfport on Boca Ciega Bay. 

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 

Downtown St. Petersburg – St. Pete or “The ’Burg” to locals — is the area’s cultural heart, with iconic museums (Dalí, 
Chihuly, Museum of Fine Arts, James Museum of Western and Wildlife Art, Imagine Museum, and more on the way), a mix 

of gleaming new condos and historic neighborhoods, and a stretch of 
public parks lining the bay that many say give it a distinctly European 
flair — particularly in the spring, when the city comes alive with Grand 
Prix racing in the streets. The city that holds the Guinness world record 
for most consecutive sunny days (768) is also home to the highest 
concentration of nightlife and dining establishments in the entire 
region: the views range from velvet-roped, rooftop cabana bars and 
stately verandas in historic hotels, to trendy open-air spots with see-
and-be-seen sidewalk seating. Its mix of residents and visitors gets more 
diverse each year – particularly with an upscale international crowd 
looking for a fresh alternative to the South Florida crowds.  

CLEARWATER, FL 

If St. Pete is the cultural center, then Clearwater is the perfect complement: a well-planned resort town where gleaming 
new hotels and mom-and-pop motels stand side-by-side on some of the most spectacular beachfront in the entire state. 
From USA Today and Time magazine to Conde Nast and TripAdvisor’s No. 1 Beach in the U.S. for 2019, 2018 and 2016,  

https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/st-petersburg
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/st-petersburg
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/clearwater-beach
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/clearwater-beach
https://www.visittampabay.com/
https://www.visittampabay.com/
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/tarpon-springs
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/tarpon-springs
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/dunedin
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/dunedin
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/safety-harbor
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/safety-harbor
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/madeira-beach
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/madeira-beach
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/indian-shores-indian-rocks-beach
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/indian-shores-indian-rocks-beach
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/gulfport
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities/gulfport
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-video/chihuly-collection
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-video/chihuly-collection
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-video/chihuly-collection
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-video/chihuly-collection
https://mfastpete.org/
https://mfastpete.org/
https://thejamesmuseum.org/
https://thejamesmuseum.org/
https://www.imaginemuseum.com/
https://www.imaginemuseum.com/
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/video/clearwater-beach-1-beach-us-again
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/video/clearwater-beach-1-beach-us-again
https://youtu.be/Wd0j9FtcBRw
https://youtu.be/Wd0j9FtcBRw
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Clearwater Beach is routinely placed on “Best Of” lists the world over – and with good reason: more than a decade ago, 
to complement the area’s natural beauty, forward-thinking city officials adopted a “beach-by-design” initiative that led to 
the construction of Beach Walk, a pedestrian-friendly promenade that runs the entire length of the beach, acting as a 
linear Central Park and giving the entire resort area an intimate–yet-open feel. With frequent public transit and golf-cart 
cabs galore, visitors to the area really don’t need a car during their visit — a rarity for any Florida town. The city comes 
alive year-round with activities of all kinds, from offshore power boat races and Clearwater Jazz Holiday to restaurant 
weeks, the massive Sugar Sand Festival, Olympic-qualifying sailing regattas and more. Add to this mix the much-loved 
Clearwater Marine Aquarium, whose most famous resident, Winter, starred in the Dolphin Tale films, and you’ll have a 
Florida beach experience like no other.  

For more information, click the following links: 

THINGS TO DO 
BEACHES 

COMMUNITIES 
TRIP IDEAS 

PLACES TO STAY 
DINING & NIGHTLIFE 

360° VIDEOS 
SOCIAL HUB 

ABOUT VISIT ST. PETE/CLEARWATER 

The Tourist Development Council (TDC) and staff of Visit St. Pete/Clearwater (VSPC) are responsible for making 
recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners (BCC) on matters relating to the Tourist Development Tax. This 
tax is used to strengthen the local economy and increase 
employment through the ongoing promotion and development 
of tourism, Pinellas County's major industry. Visit St. 
Pete/Clearwater is a Florida Gulf Coast gem that represents a 
place where visitors can experience America’s best beaches 
alongside a surprisingly diverse gathering of experiences. 
Composed of a collection of unique communities and 
neighborhoods that form their own distinct character, the 
destination offers a combination of urban upscale, low-key 
trendy, authentic and beachy lifestyle experiences where visitors 
can find their vibe, no matter what it is. 

Mission Statement 

VSPC is a department of Pinellas County Government and is the official tourism marketing and management organization 
for the St. Pete/Clearwater area. Visit St. Pete/Clearwater Destination Marketing Organization (DMO) is charged with 
enhancing the county's economy by increasing direct visitor expenditures and job development, training and retention in 
the tourism industry. The organization works domestically and internationally to develop and enhance sustainable tourism 
for the St. Pete/Clearwater area in both the leisure and meetings markets and targets consumers, travel media, the travel 
industry, meeting and conference planners, sports promoters and film producers with research-driven marketing 
programs touting beaches, sports, arts and culture, and nature-based opportunities. St. Pete/Clearwater also leads a 
community-based team to market the benefits of tourism to local residents while working with varied interests to assist 
in the development of new attractions and the redevelopment of others.

Vision Statement 
To make St. Pete/Clearwater your destination of choice.  For more 
information click here.

https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/beaches
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/beaches
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/beaches
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/communities
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/content
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/content
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/content
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/content
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/content
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/places-to-stay
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/places-to-stay
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/places-to-stay
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/places-to-stay
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/places-to-stay
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/dining-nightlife
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/dining-nightlife
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/things-to-do/dining-nightlife
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-videos
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-videos
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-videos
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/360-videos
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/social-hub
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/social-hub
https://www.visitstpeteclearwater.com/social-hub
https://partners.visitstpeteclearwater.com/about
https://partners.visitstpeteclearwater.com/about
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POSITION SUMMARY 

Position: President and CEO 

This is highly responsible, professional and managerial work in planning, organizing and direc�ng the Tourist 
Development program for Pinellas County, which includes marke�ng and coordina�on of mee�ngs and conferences. 
Work includes responsibili�es and authori�es as delegated by the County Administrator to represent the County 
Administrator and the Board of County Commissioners as the representa�ve with adveris�ng agencies, the Tourist 
Development Council and private sector tourism. Work will also involve the promo�ng of Pinellas County as an 
atrac�ve des�na�on for conferences, mee�ngs, sports, film and the leisure traveler. The incumbent exercises 
considerable independent judgment and ini�a�ve. 

Minimum Qualifica�on Requirements: 

• Bachelor’s degree with major course work in Economics, Journalism, Marke�ng, Business Administra�on,
Communica�ons or a related field, and five years of experience in economic development, tourism and/or travel
industry or related field, including three years in an administra�ve or supervisory capacity; or

• An equivalent combina�on of educa�on, training and/or experience.
• A minimum of 7 to 10 years of experience at the execu�ve level within the tourism industry.

Ideal Candidate: 

• A leader with the highest integrity and a strong passion for the role and the tourism industry.
• Respected as an influen�al and strategic thinker within the industry.
• Demonstrated record of coopera�on and collabora�on with other organiza�ons in working for the advancement

of community goals, tourism development and advocacy.
• Astute, mindful advisor with keen internal and external awareness of the opera�onal environment.
• Demonstrated ability to objec�vely evaluate and implement travel and funding decisions using trusted ROI

strategies.
• Mo�vator with a contagious posi�ve a�tude.
• Valued and respected by current and former employees and/or employers.

Appoin�ng Authority May Also Require: 

• Florida Driver’s License or Florida Commercial Driver’s License and endorsement, if any.
• Assignment to work a variety of work schedules including compulsory work periods in special, emergency, and/or

disaster situa�ons.
• Other highly desirable knowledge, skills, abili�es, and creden�als relevant to a posi�on.

Illustra�ve Tasks (These are examples and are not all inclusive): 

• Plans, develops and administers a comprehensive marke�ng strategy and budget for the Pinellas County area;
interfaces with local hospitality industry and represents des�na�on at the regional, na�onal and interna�onal
level; communicates with local and na�onal conven�on and tourism industries.

• Plans and directs the ac�vi�es of professional and clerical support staff; supervises the nego�a�on and
administra�on of marke�ng and adver�sing contracts.

• Represents Pinellas County in all maters rela�ng to tourist development.
• Chief Administrator on all bureau maters pertaining to budget, adver�sing, sales plans, personnel and non-board

issues.
• Represents Pinellas County within the state, na�onal and interna�onal tourism industry.
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• Advises County Administrator, Board of County Commissioners and Tourist Development Council of progress and
developments in Pinellas County's Tourism Development Program, and promo�onal ac�vi�es which include
marke�ng and coordina�on of mee�ngs and conferences.

• Formulates proposals to open new markets for County tourism.
• Develops County proposals to enhance tourism growth.
• Coordinates the ac�vi�es of contractual adver�sing and marke�ng agencies.
• Fosters the use of art, cultural events, nature-based ac�vi�es, sports and film to promote tourism.
• Represents County tourism interests on major community project/issues, poli�cal issues, major events such as

Final Four, Super Bowl, product development, long range planning and legal issues.
• Prepares and maintains departmental records and reports.
• Performs related work as assigned or required.

Knowledge, Skills, and Abili�es: 

• Knowledge of prac�ces and procedures in tourist development ac�vi�es.
• Knowledge of State and local ordinances, laws and regula�ons.
• Ability to represent the County at public speaking engagements.
• Ability to communicate effec�vely, both orally and in wri�ng.
• Ability to establish and maintain an effec�ve working rela�onship with the Board of County Commissioners,

Tourist Development Council and the public.
• Ability to ini�ate and coordinate tourist development programs.

KEY CHARACTERISTICS: 

Dynamic 
Accountable 
Trustworthy 
Engaging 

Open communicator 
Crea�ve 
Humble 
Visionary 

Poli�cally savvy 
Empowering 
Collaborator 
Personable 

Diploma�c 
Transparent 

TOP PRIORITIES: 

1. Fully assess the County’s tourism opera�on.  Be a good listener, evaluate staff’s input while building credibility
and forming meaningful rela�onships.

2. Immerse in the des�na�on - get to know the des�na�on, build solid rela�onships and gain credibility with all
stakeholders including staff, Tourist Development Council, industry leaders, business leaders, city, county and
state elected officials.

3. Evaluate the department’s exis�ng strategic plans.

If this could be a great opportunity to extend your professional reach, please respond through the SearchWide Global 
website or email your resume to the following SearchWide Global Executive: 

 

Kellie Henderson, Senior Vice President | SearchWide Global 

www.searchwideglobal.com | info@searchwideglobal.com  

703-912-7247 (direct) | 703-463-7042 (mobile)

About SearchWide Global 

SearchWide Global is a full service executive search firm primarily for companies in the travel, tourism and convention, and hotel and 
lodging industries. We specialize in C-Level, Director and Management level executive searches for companies ranging in size from 
Fortune 500 corporations to mid-sized public and private companies. 
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