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FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST 
TOURISM DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 

DIRECTOR SEARCH 
(Cocoa Village, FL) 

 

 
EXPERIENCE FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST 
  
Florida’s Space Coast is a vacation destination where natural wonder and exhilarating adventures walk hand-
in-hand. We're the home of America’s Manned Space Program. Starting in the 1950’s when the Air Force 
developed the Eastern Test Range at Cape Canaveral Air Force Station to modern day Kennedy Space Center, 
all the important milestones of the space program started here.  
 
Lots of open SPACE…72 miles of beach along Florida’s east coast. Home to America’s SPACE program 
where human SPACE flight began and where SPACE Shuttle ATLANTIS is now on permanent display. 
Natural SPACE with a spectacular array of wildlife, unspoiled natural habitats, sanctuaries and preserves. 
From SPACE ships to cruise ships it’s life at the water’s edge when you choose 3-to-14 day itineraries on 
some of the newest, biggest and most innovative ships sailing year round from Port Canaveral. Whether by 
land, by water, or by air, the Space Coast is easy and convenient to reach. The Space Coast is located just 35 
miles (56 km) east of Orlando, two hours south of Jacksonville and three hours north of Miami.  
 
Historic Downtown Areas: Bordering the Atlantic Ocean ~ Space Coast boasts several historic downtown 
areas located in Titusville, Cocoa, Cocoa Beach (voted one of ten BEST BEACH TOWNS in Florida in 2013 
by USA TODAY and Dr. Beach), Eau Gallie and Melbourne. All of these districts are great destinations for 
dining, shopping, catching a play, perusing an art gallery or just taking an afternoon stroll.  
 
 Cocoa Village  Downtown Melbourne  Eau Gallie Arts District  Historic Downtown Titusville 
 
What To Do: 
 

 Arts & Culture  Cruising   Nature  Surfing 
 Attractions  Restaurants  Shopping  Weddings 
 Beaches  Fishing & Recreation  Space  Events Calendar 

 
Launch Schedule: Florida's Space Coast where rockets continue to launch year round from Canaveral Air 
Station and Kennedy Space Center. 

http://www.brevardcounty.us/Government
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/historic-downtown-areas
http://www.usatoday.com/story/dispatches/2012/12/28/whatsthe-best-beach-town-in-florida/1793599/
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/downtown-cocoa-village-0
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/historic-downtown-melbourne
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/eau-gallie-arts-district
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/historic-downtown-titusville
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=129
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=125
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=115
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=119
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=74
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/where-to-eat
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=80
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/your-space-destination-weddings
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=125
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=128
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/what-to-do?field_activity_categories_tid=123
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/space-coast-events
http://spacecoastlaunches.com/
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Hotels: Florida’s Space Coast boasts more than 10,000 hotel rooms. Many are oceanfront or riverfront and 
some are inland along the highways. Florida's Space Coast serves the leisure and business traveler--every 
lifestyle and budget--from beachside tropical resort to bed and breakfasts, campgrounds, boutique hotels or 
convenient getaways perfect for families, reunions, weddings and meetings. View hotels by region  
 
Meetings: Our hotels offer more than 300,000 square feet of combined meeting space. The Space Coast is 
ideal for conducting business. But after the meeting, there are a variety of options which celebrate the Florida 
vacation experience. Planners can opt for an alluring backdrop of 72 miles of beach. Features both off-the-
beaten path nature-based options and truly dramatic off-site entertainments at such places as Kennedy Space 
Center, where attendees can experience the thrill of a rocket launch at the Shuttle Launch Experience. You 
may opt to feed a giraffe during breaks at the Nyami Nyami River Lodge located in the Brevard Zoo.   
 
You may elect to watch the scenery go by while meeting on the Indian River Queen Paddle Boat. You could 
count the stars above at the Eastern Florida State College Planetarium.  Or take over the movie theatre, special 
meetings floor and observation deck at Port Canaveral’s new 7-level welcome center. 
 
Florida Space Coast meetings can be a one-of-a-kind, highly custom  experiences – for reunions, weddings, 
professional associations, boards of directors, technology demonstrations, seminars, symposiums and business 
conferences. Venues range up to 30,000 square feet of flexible meeting space. 
 
ABOUT FLORIDA’S SPACE COAST 
 
The Community & Location 
 
Brevard County is located on the Central Florida's Atlantic Coast, just 35 miles from Orlando, approximately 
three hours from Miami, Jacksonville, and Tampa.  It is perhaps best known for its picturesque beaches which 
stretch the full length and Cape Canaveral. The County covers 1,276 square miles of which 281 represent 
inland waterways. Overall, it is 72 miles long and averages approximately 20 miles east to west. 
 
Tourism and recreational opportunities abound. The area has more than 200 parks, three campgrounds and six 
public golf courses. The parks include athletic complexes, community centers, aquatic centers, nature centers, 
trails, conservation areas, beach parks, historic sites, and boating and fishing access to lakes, the Indian River 
Lagoon, the St. Johns River and the Atlantic Ocean. In eleven sanctuaries that protect natural ecosystems, the 
County's Environmentally Endangered Lands Program offers passive recreation opportunities such as hiking, 
wildlife viewing, biking and paddling. 

http://www.brevardcounty.us/Government
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/where-to-stay
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/map?field_hotel_categories_tid%5b0%5d=70
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/your-space-meetings
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The County is not, however, just about tourism and recreation. Overall, the Brevard economy has been driven 
by Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (18%), Professional and Business Services (17%), Total Government 
(15%), Education and Health (14%), Manufacturing (12%), Leisure and Hospitality (10%), Construction 
(6%), and Financial (4%). Part of Florida's Space Coast and home to the Kennedy Space Center, it is also well 
known for its high tech industry. Well known firms such as Harris, Northrup Grumman, and GE have facilities 
in the County and do significant work for the Kennedy Space Center and Patrick Air Force Base.  While Port 
Canaveral (governed by its own authority) is the world's busiest cruise port, it also has 750,000 SF of covered 
freight storage capacity and cargo produces about 20% of the Port's revenue.  It is estimated that the Port has 
boosted Brevard's economy by $500 million annually.  The County's two major hospitals are among its top 
five employers. 
 
Both Orlando's airports (Orlando International and Sanford-Orlando) are a little over an hour's drive. 
Additionally, Melbourne hosts a small, commercial airport.  Delta operates six flights a day to Atlanta and 
Baer Air has two flights a week to the Bahamas. 
 
Overall, the quality of life is excellent.  Schools are very good - Brevard had more "A" rated schools than any 
of the other ten most populous counties in the State.  It also ranked third in the country for the number of 
certified teachers on a percentage basis and eleventh in terms of raw numbers.  Additionally, the School 
District won the Florida Sterling Award for Excellence in 2005.  Brevard County has the highest percentage of 
college graduates of all the counties in Florida.  Demographically, 29% of the population is under 25 years 
old, 51% between 25 and 64, and the remaining 20% is over 65.  Median household income, as of 2005, was 
$43,281.  Finally, housing is affordable. 
 
The Government 
 
The County follows the Commission-Manager form of government with five Commissioners elected in 
November of even numbered years. They serve staggered four year terms and are elected by district. Overall, 
the Commission is conservative and frugal. Other elected officials include the Clerk of Court, Property 
Appraiser, Sheriff, Supervisor of Elections, and Tax Collector. 
 
The County Commission oversees all the standard County services (agricultural extension, emergency 
management, fire rescue, planning and development management, housing and human services, libraries, 
mosquito control, natural resources, parks and recreation, public works, solid waste, transit services, and 
utilities). It also manages a small airport and has an entity that supports tourism. The County has particularly 
robust parks and recreation and library programs. All department head appointments made by the County 
Manager must be confirmed by the Commission. 
 
The County has a total budget of $1 billion and approximately 2,200 employees. It has 20 taxing districts, 12 
which are municipal services taxing units (MSTUs) covering an unusually broad range of activities. To some 
degree, these units insure that incorporated areas are not taxed for services at both the City and County level 
(such as law enforcement). In other cases, the units ensure taxes collected within the area of the County will 
actually be spent within that area. For example, each commission district has at least one MSTU for roads and 
bridges. With the recent property tax reform in Florida, this structure has limited the County's flexibility in 
finding areas to reduce taxes. 
  

http://www.brevardcounty.us/Government
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The Issues 
 
As with all local Florida governments, revenues are down because of the economy and property tax reform.  
Tourism development tax revenues have been fairly stable during the last 3 to 4 years.  

 
To learn more about Florida’s Space Coast, please visit: http://www.visitspacecoast.com 

 
SUMMARY OF POSITION  
 
Under the administrative direction of the County Manager or an Assistant County Manager, performs skilled 
administrative work coordinating all programs within the Tourism Development Office including 
advertising/promotion, the Visitor Center, beach renourishment, the sports commission, the film commission, 
and grants.  Supervision is given to professional and clerical staff. 
 
Reports To: County Manager or Assistant County Manager 
Promotion and Advertising Budget: $4M 
Staffing:  12 professional/support positions reporting to the Director  
 
ESSENTIAL DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 
(NOTE:  The listed duties are illustrative only and are not intended to describe each and every function which 
may be performed in the job class.  The omission of specific statements does not preclude management from 
assigning specific duties not listed herein if such duties are a logical assignment to the position.) 
 

 Plans, organizes, and implements a promotion and advertising campaign for Brevard County.  
Administers a promotion and advertising grant program which promotes the motion picture and 
television industry.  Attends travel and consumer trade shows to promote the County. 

 Plans, organizes, and implements a beach improvement program which includes a grant program.  
Plans, organizes and implements capital facilities grant programs. 

 Plans, organizes, and manages Visitor Information Centers at Spaceport USA and the Melbourne 
International Airport.  Plans, organizes and implements art and cultural programs and specials 
events which promote tourism in Brevard County. 

 Directs, supervises and evaluates support staff or professionals and clerical employees.  Plans, 
organizes and monitors various budgets and financial statements. 

 
EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 
 

 Graduation from an accredited college or university with a Bachelor’s degree in Marketing, Public 
Relations, Advertising of a closely related field AND  

 Six (6) years of progressively responsible experience in advertising, marketing or tourism 
development in a medium to large organization, including three (3) years in a responsible 
supervisory capacity. 

 Additional qualifying education or experience which provides the necessary knowledge, skills or 
abilities may be substituted one for the other on a year for year basis. 

  

http://www.brevardcounty.us/Government
http://www.visitspacecoast.com/
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KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS AND ABILITIES 
(NOTE:  The knowledge, skills and abilities identified in this class specification represent those needed to 
perform the duties of this class.  Additional knowledge, skills and abilities may be applicable for individual 
positions.) 
 

 Thorough knowledge of the principles, practices, and procedures of tourism development 
activities. 

 Thorough knowledge of laws, rules and regulations applicable to tourism development. 

 Thorough knowledge of current developments, literature and practices related to promotion and 
advertising, motion pictures and television, capital facilities, visitor information centers, art and 
cultural programs and special events. 

 Good knowledge of grant acquisition and management. 

 Good knowledge of management and administration techniques and practices. 

 Ability to negotiate and manage outside contracts with vendors. 

 Ability to effectively direct the operations of a tourism development activity. 

 Ability to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. 

 Ability to establish and maintain effective working relationships. 

 Management and supervisory ability. 
 
IDEAL CHARACTERISTICS  
 
 Strong communicator  Politically Astute  Outgoing 
 Creative  Leader  Consensus Builder 
 Innovative  Open Minded  Strong Interpersonal Skills 
 Confident  Collaborator  Visionary 

 
TOP PRIORITIES FOR THE FIRST 12 MONTHS 

1. Become familiar with and fully immerse into the community.  Build relationships with the staff, and key 
stakeholders in the community.  

2. Review and assess current strategic plan; begin to develop a new strategic plan for FY 2014/2015 to include 
innovative strategies to market the destination using up to date marketing tactics. 

3. Evaluate and conduct a full review of the internal organization and strategic plan; work with the TDC and 
key stakeholders, gaining buy-in to develop and implement potential enhancements to update Florida’s 
Space Coast strategic plan including, but not limited to, staffing, deployment and current programs.  

STARTING SALARY RANGE 
 
   The current Director makes $112,000.  Salary will be dependent upon qualifications and experience.   
 

If you are interested in this position, please respond via e-mail with cover letter, resume, and compensation 
information to the following SearchWide™ Executive:  

 

Kellie Henderson, Vice President, SearchWide™ 
Email: henderson@searchwide.com or Phone: 703-912-7247 

www.searchwide.com  

http://www.brevardcounty.us/Government
mailto:henderson@searchwide.com
http://www.searchwide.com/
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